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° The surface currents of the world’s o
cdriven rnainly by wind and move in circ
patierns following the rmajor wind belts o

(photo credit: Rick Lurnpkirn,
)



° In general, currents carry warrmn water frorn the
tropics toward the poles and oring cold water

(photo cradit:
wwywy.geornorphology.org.uly/weather)



2 A surface current warrns or cools tne air
apove It, influencing the clirmnaze of tne



orings rmild, rainy weathe
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° Bxarmple: The Gulf Strearn

B cold Current
Bl Warm Current

[ ] Glacial Area
] Tundra
[l Alpine Area

(photo credit:
wWww.g2ormorpnology.org.uk)
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° The Gulf Strearmn orings relatively warmer
temperatures to western Ireland and Great
Britain, resulting in a suniropical clirnate witn
il winters.
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